June 19th, 2005

Hi Gavin
Will again write separate letters. I am starting the writing rather late – just after noon, as I didn’t get up until 11:30. I have been having breathing problems and in bed last night I could not sleep so got up and lay down on the sofa. That seemed to help as I slept OK. As the curtains keep the place quite dark, I overslept. 

Last weekend, the one privately owned R-44 helicopter in Hong Kong crashed when lifting off in Sai Kung. The reason is not clear but they said it might have had something to do with wind. 
Well, Michael Jackson found not guilty on charges of child abuse. Legally, it was probably the correct decision. However, as some of the jurors said afterwards, they believed he was guilty but could not prove it “beyond reasonable doubt” which the law requires.

In Hong Kong, there have been heavy rain and thunderstorms for most of the past week. Still get a swim each day however, as the hotel authorities have changed their policy on closing the pool. In the past, every time the thunderstorm warning went up, the pool would be closed, even if the skies were clear and blue and the storm may have been way over in Sai Kung or Stanley. I, and I suppose others, have been commenting that this was not a sensible approach. Now, when there is a thunderstorm, they keep they often keep the pool open but require people using the pool to sign some kind of indemnity form. I haven’t actually read the form but that is what it is for. So, sometimes in the past week, there had been thunder in the distance while I was swimming. Did 5 km for the week. 

Also in HK, Donald Tsang has become the next CE without the need for an election. In order to be nominated as a candidate, a person needed at least 100 signatures of the 800 election committee. Tsang was working hard to get enough signatures so that no-one else could receive the necessary 100 to be nominated. He managed this so was unopposed. 

In the gym, will probably do one 25-minute session a week on rowing. The rowing this past week averaged about 2 min 4 sec per 500 metres which is 1.4 s faster than the previous week. 

Yesterday, the Lions played Otago in Dunedin, winning 30 -19. They had to struggle though and got the winning points late in the match. 
Watched another interesting BBC Horizon documentary. This one was about a phenomenon known as synaesthesia. This is when people experience a blending of their senses, and happens in perhaps one in every hundred people. As a person who is going to study psychology, you may find this interesting. Examples:

· When some people see or hear black-and-white letters (separately or in words), the letters are actually coloured.

· One person, when he hears people’s names, actually tastes the names; different names have different tastes. 

· A lady sees numbers arranged in front of her in rows; she uses this when doing calculations!

· While playing music, a person sees different colours depending on the notes played or heard.

Some scientists think synaesthesia could be related to the development of language in humans. For example, sounds are often related to shapes. They did the following experiment with 2 shapes and 2 sounds and asked people to match them:
Sounds:  kicklick         rolopolo   (or something like these)

Shapes:                                                                              (something like these)

How would you match them? I won’t tell you the responses, but nearly everybody tested, without hesitation, matched them in the same way. 

Look at the following website. It is a very funny movie about 2 guys dressed up as a zebra:
http://members.iinet.net.au/~sauterp/funny/MMERGE0.wmv

That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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